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TEGLER BUILDING 1911-1913 
101 STREET, 102 AVENUE 

The Tegler Building is a prime example of 
pre-First World War commercial 
architecture and is an integral part of 
Edmonton’s first b00m period which saw 
the population grow from 7000 in 1904 to 
72,000 in1914. The Tegler was constructed 
in two stages between 1911 and 1913 to 
designs developed by H.A. Magoon, a 
local architect. This reinforced concrete 
structure, clad in brick and stone, is dis- 
tinguished by neo-classical detailing. 
The Edmonton Journal was an early 
tenant, as was the James Ramsey De- 
partment Store. Eaton’s then occupied re- 
tail space for ten years until constructing 
its own building across the street in 1939. 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

OF EDMONTON 

When the Hudson’s Bay Company 
moved Edmonton House to its final loca- 
tion immediately below the present site 
of the Legislature in 1830, it established 
the nucleus of a future city. Located to 
facilitate trade with fur hunting Indians 
to the north and buffalo hunting plains 
tribes, the fort also served as a depot for 
posts in other districts. The Hudson's Bay 
Company relinquished Ruperts Land to 
Canada in 1870 but retained a 3000 
acre Reserve which extended from 101 
Street to 121 Street, and from the river to 
approximately 127 Avenue. During the 
1860s, a few employees of the Com- 
pany constructed homes in the area 


west 


and gold miners’ shacks dotted the river 
banks. George McDougall, the Method- 
ist missionary, is credited with estab- 
lishing the centre of Edmonton by con- 
structing his mission buildings in 1871 
near101 Street and Jasper Avenue. From 
this was to grow the early commercial 
core of Edmonton as a variety of log, 
frame, and later, brick buildings were 
erected along High Street and Jasper 
Avenue. Connected with the Calgary 
settlement by stage, Edmonton was in- 
corporated as a town in 1892 when the 
population reached 700. South of the 
river, the town of Strathcona had sprung 
up with the arrival of the CPR in 1894, 
leading to competition between the 
two towns. In October 1902, the Edmon- 
ton Yukon and Pacific Railway crossed 
the Low Level Bridge from Strathcona. 
Edmonton was linked to central Cana- 
da by the Canadian Northern Railway 
in 1905 and the Grand Trunk Pacific in 
1909. In 1913, the Canadian Pacific was 
built over the new High Level Bridge. 
Edmonton had experienced its first 
boom. The population of 7000 demana- 
ed city status in 1904 and by 1906 the 
new city had become the official cap- 
ital of Alberta. During the next decade 
of phenomenal economic growth and 
diversification, hundreds of commer- 
cial and public structures were erected. 
With the amalgamation of the cities of 
Strathcona and Edmonton in 1912, 
Edmonton’s prominence in northern 
Alberta was assured. World War | and 
the Depression interrupted the city’s 
growth until 1947 when the discovery of 
oil at Leduc launched another boom. 


GARIEPY HOUSE 

104 STREET, 100 AVENUE 
J.H. Gariepy came to Edmonton from 
Quebec in 1892, and through mercantile 
and real estate dealings became a ma- 
jor entrepreneur. Gariepy was president 
of an early oil company, Fort Mackay Oil 
and Ashphalt. He was twice president of 
the Board of Trade and held a variety of 
other public offices as well. In 1903 
Gariepy built this house while at the peak 
of his career. The mansard roof and 
niches for religious statuary are sugges- 
tive of Gariepy’s origins, although the 
style was out of fashion by this period. This 
“very beautiful home”, as it was called in 
a 1911 Edmonton Bulletin, was purchased 
in 1923 by J.A. McDougall who sold it to 
the Sisters of Charity in1924. The east wing 
was added by them in 1926. 
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McKAY SCHOOL 
10425 99 AVENUE 
McKay Avenue School was constructed 
on the site of the original McKay School, 
(1881) the first official public school in 
what is now Alberta. The schools were 
named after a prominent pioneer doctor, 
W.H. MacKay. His name was carved in- 
correctly on the school. Soon after Gov- 
emor General Lord Minto laid the corner- 
stone, the new school became the home 
of the first two sessions of the legislature 
(1906-07). Designed by H.D. Johnson, a 
local architect, and built at a cost of 
$44,000, the structure is of red stretcher 
bond brick and sandstone. Its design, 
with engaged columns and a round 
Romanesque arch above the main en- 
trance, is typical of schools of the period. 
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BOARDWALK 

103 STREET, 102 AVENUE 
The building now popularly known as the 
Boardwalk was built in 1910 for $100,000 
by Ross Brothers Wholesalers, a hard- 
ware firm. The Ross Block, as it was origi- 
nally known, was designed by E.C. Hop- 
kins, an Edmonton architect. The building 
was constructed with the latest fireproof- 
ing methods which included double 
planked floors and partitions of steel and 
plaster. Marshall-Wells Hardware Co. of 
Duluth, Minnesota, the largest firm of its 
kind in North America, bought out Ross 
Brothers in 1912 and the structure housed 
its hardware business until Ashdown’s 
Hardware moved into the building in 
1922. In 1971, the Ashdown’s Hardware 
was renovated for mixed commercial 
and business space and renamed the 
Boardwalk. 


1910 


Alberta 


CULTURE 
Historic Sites Service 
Old St. Stephen’s College 
8820 112 St. 
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2P8 


Photo Credits: 

Provincial Archives of Alberta 
City of Edmonton Archives 
University of Alberta Archives 
Glenbow-Alberta Institute 
Historic Sites Service 


Design: 


Tom McFall 1981 


EATON’S WAREHOUSE 1929 
103 AVENUE, 102 STREET 

Eaton’s Warehouse was designed by the 
prominent Edmonton architects Magoon 
and MacDonald in 1929 as a western 
centre for Eaton’s catalogue sales. The 
land for the warehouse was acquired in 
what contemporary sources termed “the 
largest land deal in Edmonton’s history”, 
while the size of the steel frame, brick and 
stone sheathed structure reflects the con- 
fidence Eaton’s had in the Alberta mar- 
ket. The warehouse was designed to be 
functional above all else and the sim- 
plicity of its floor plan is echoed in the 
simple rhythms of its facade. 


BIRKS BUILDING 

103 STREET, JASPER AVENUE 
The Birks building was built for Henry Birks 
and Sons, the Montreal jewellers, to the 
designs of the company’s architects, 
Nobbs and Hyde. Birks had a policy of 
building medical and dental facilities 
above their stores as a public service 
and accordingly the structure contained 
the most up-to-date medical facilities in 
Edmonton. This commercial structure is 
enhanced by its curved front corner and 
the rich materials and detailing of its 
facade, which combine to create an ex- 
tremely elegant building. 


1929 


ARLINGTON APARTMENTS 
106 STREET, 100 AVENUE 
The July 19, 1909 edition of the Edmonton 
Bulletin contained an announcement 
that the Arlington Apt. Co. Ltd. was plan- 
ning to erect a building at the corner of 
6 Street and Victoria Avenue. Con- 
structed by R. Grant at a cost of $150,000 
and opened in 1910, the Arlington was 
built of steel framing with a facade of red 
stretcher bond brick. The four-storey flat 
roofed structure was enhanced on the 
exterior by an overhanging cornice, 
emphasized stone sills and keystones on 
the windows and a round arched en- 
trance framed by double piers and cor- 
belled brick. The interior, finished with 
quality plaster and wood-work, boasted 
some of the finest apartment space in 
Edmonton. 
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EATON’S STORE 
101 STREET, 102 AVENUE 

On August 29, 1939, T. Eaton Co. opened 
what was referred to as its million dollar 
store. Designed by Northwood and Chiv- 
ers of Winnipeg, the original two-storey 
structure had a third floor added in 1949. 
Grey Manitoba Tyndal limestone and 
polished black granite from Quebec 
sheathed a frame of structural steel, rein- 
forced concrete and 610,000 bricks. 
Three hundred and fifty workers 
laboured through the winter of 1939-39 to 
erect the structure and install the interior 
detailing which echoed the streamlined 
Art Moderne facade. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

10025 104 STREET 
The third home of the First Presbyterian 
Church was built in 1911 to the designs of 
prominent Edmonton architects Herrald 
and Wilson. It is the second oldest 
Presbyterian Church in Edmonton (Knox 
Church in Strathcona 1907-08 is older) 
and is distinguished by its late Victorian 
Gothic Revival design and by its associa- 
tion with Rev. D.G. McQueen who be- 
came Moderator of the Alberta Synod of 
the Presbyterian Church and later Mod- 
erator of the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada. 


LAND TITLES OFFICE 
10523 100 AVENUE 
Opened in 1893, this building served as 
the Crown Land, Timber and Registry 
Office for several years and is possibly 
the oldest existing Land Titles Office in 
Alberta. The one and one-half storey 
structure has a hipped gable roof and 
hipped dormer, and is of log construction 
under the stucco facing. During the First 
World War, the 19th Alberta Dragoons 
occupied the building and remained 
there until the late 1930s when the Edmon- 
ton Fusiliers took it over for the duration of 
the Second World War. The 19th 
Armoured Car Regiment occupied it for 
the next few years. Victoria Armories, as it 
was called for more than three decades, 
was then used mainly for offices and 
laboratories of the Provincial Govern- 
ment Department of Health. 
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GREAT WEST SADDLERY 1912 
BUILDINGS 

10137 104 STREET 

The Great West Saddlery Co. advertised 
itself as “The Largest Saddlery Concern 
Under the British Flag”. From its headquar- 
ters in Winnipeg where it was founded in 
1876, the company had expanded to 
Edmonton by 1901 and occupied three 
buildings before beginning work on this 
structure in March1911. Designed by local 
architect E.C. Hopkins and costing 
$40,000, the structure housed 28 em- 
ployees and was the centre for distribu- 
tion of “Harness, Horse Collars, Riding 
Saddles, Trunks, Valises, Shoe Findings 
and Beltings”. Designed specifically for 
the warehouse and office needs of the 
company, the structure is a typically uti- 
litarian, yet well-proportioned and de- 
tailed addition to the warehouse district. 


SHAW BUILDING 
10229 105 STREET 
Harry Shaw, a veteran of the Spanish- 
American War, came to Edmonton from 
Minneapolis in 1901. Among other entre- 
preneurial activities Shaw opened the 
Edmonton Cigar Factory and was mak- 
ing one million cigars a year by 1908. His 
cigar brands La Palma and Major Reno 
became famous in the west. By 1914, he 
employed more people than any other 
employer in Edmonton. His cigar factory, 
built in1914, was a simple utilitarian struc- 
ture of poured concrete faced with brick. 
It contained the most modern working 
space in Edmonton. The structure is en- 
hanced primarily by the three bay 
facade, the windows in which are linked 
vertically by piers and emphasized by 
corbelled courses of two-tone brick. After 
the First World War, a recession caused 
Shaw's bankruptcy and the factory’s clo- 
sure. 
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REVILLON BUILDING 
104 STREET, 102 AVENUE 
Revillon Fréres, founded in Paris in1723 as 
a furtrading company, followed the lead 
of the Hudson’s Bay Co. and expanded 
into sales of dry goods, opening 96 stores 
in Canada by 112. The six-storey portion 
of the Revillon Building was constructed 
in 1912 to designs by James McDiamid of 
Winnipeg. While this is the earliest surviv- 
ing section of the Revillon complex, it was 
the third Revillon building in Edmonton, 
the first dating from 1900. By 1920, a nine- 
storey addition for offices and ware- 
house was thought to be necessary due 
to the increased volume of sales. This was 
also designed by McDiamid but only 
two storeys were ever constructed and is 
now known as the Revillon Annex. The 
entire Revillon Building of steel, brick and 
reinforced concrete has survived major 
fires in 1928 and 1949 which prompted 
interior rebuilding. 
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MACDONALD HOTEL 1913-1915 
JASPER AVENUE, 100 STREET 

The Macdonald Hotel was built by the 
Grand Trunk Pacific Development Com- 
pany, the real estate arm of the Grand 
Trunk Railway. The hotel was designed 
by Messrs. Ross and MacFarlane of Mon- 
treal who also designed the Chateau 
Laurier in Ottawa (1912) and the Fort Garry 
Hotel in Winnipeg (1911-1913). Its towers 
and dormer windows mark it as a simpli- 
fied example of the chateau style com- 
mon to railway hotels throughout 
Canada. 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF 
EDMONTON 

When the Hudson’s Bay Company 
moved Edmonton House to its final loca- 
tion immediately below the present site 
of the Legislature in 1830, it established 
the nucleus of a future city. Located to 
facilitate trade with fur hunting Indians to 
the north and buffalo hunting plains 
tribes, the fort also served as a depot for 
posts in other districts. The Hudson's Bay 
Company relinquished Ruperts Land to 
Canada in1870 but retained a 3000 acre 
Reserve which extended from 101 Street 
to 121 Street, and from the river to approx- 
imately 127 Avenue. During the 1860s, a 
few employees of the Company con- 
structed homes in the area and gold 
miners’ shacks dotted the river banks. 
George McDougall, the Methodist mis- 
sionary, is credited with establishing the 
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JASPER AVENUE 1910-1914 
96 STREET - 98 STREET 

Between the Gibson Block and the Alber- 
ta Hotel there remains a section of 
Edmonton's oldest surviving commercial 
area. The buildings along this strip are 
typical of pre-1914 business block 
architecture which occupied much of 
Jasper Avenue. West of the Gibson Block 
is the Brighton Block, first called the Brown 
Block after its builder Ernest Brown, the 
photographer. It was designed by James 
Henderson and constructed in 1911. 
Brown, who produced some of the best 
known photographs of early Edmonton, 
occupied a portion of the ground floor 
while the upper floors were rented as 
offices and apartments. Two doors west 
of the Brighton Block is the Star Theatre 
(1914), a vaudeville and early movie 
house. Adjacent to the theatre is the Hub 
Hotel at 9692 Jasper Avenue, originally 
the Jasper House Hotel. This site has been 
continuously occupied by hotels since 
1882, but there have been so many addi- 
tions to this building that its original 
facade is no longer in evidence. Next to 
the hotel is the Goodbridge Block (9696 
Jasper Avenue), constructed in 1911. The 
south side of Jasper Avenue was original- 
ly lined with similar buildings, forming the 
eastern boundary of Edmonton’s down- 
town core. 


ST. BARBARA’S RUSSIAN 
ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL 
10105 96 STREET 

Although the present church was built in 
1957 and consecrated by the leader of 
the “Patriarchal Church in North and 
South America and the Aleutian Islands”, 
there has been a Russian Orthodox 
Church on this site since 1902. The first was 


1957 


MARKET 

10165 97 STREET 
Edmonton's public market originally 
occupied the present site of the Centen- 
nial Library. Much of the centrally lo- 
cated market was open-air. A large 
shed-like structure allowed easy contact 
between farmers and Edmonton's resi- 
denis. City officials built a new market in 
1914 at the corner of 101 Street and 
107 Avenue but did not succeed in per- 
suading producers to relocate. They 
were only successful in 1964 when plans 
for the construction of the Centennial Li- 
brary were announced and the new 
market was built on 97 Street. 
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centre of Edmonton by constructing his 
mission buildings in 1871 near 101 Street 
and Jasper Avenue. From this was to 
grow the early commercial core of 
Edmonton as a variety of log, frame, and 
later, brick buildings were erected along 
High Street and Jasper Avenue. Con- 
nected with the Calgary settlement by 
stage, Edmonton was incorporated as a 
town in 1892 when the population 
reached 700. South of the river, the town 
of Strathcona had sprung up with the 
arrival of the CPR in 1891, leading to com- 
petition between the two towns. In Octo- 
ber 1902, the Edmonton Yukon and Paci- 
fic Railway crossed the Low Level Bridge 
from Strathcona. Edmonton was linked to 
central Canada by the Canadian North- 
ern Railway in 1905 and the Grand Trunk 


GIBSON BLOCK 

9608 JASPER AVENUE 
The Gibson Block was designed by 
N.W. Cowley, for William Gibson, a city 
realtor. The distinctive triangular shape 
earned this type of building the label 
Flatiron. Examples of this style which was 
popular in the early years of the century 
can be found throughout North America. 
Destined to become local landmarks 
due to their unusual shape, such struc- 
tures were sought as commercial and 
residential quarters. The Gibson Block 
was constructed as an office building but 
was soon converted into apartments and 
rooms. The Turkish baths in the basement 
have operated continuously since 1914. 
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EDMONTON ART GALLERY 
#2 CHURCHILL SQUARE 

The Edmonton Art Gallery has had five 
homes since the Museum of Art Associa- 
tion was founded in 1923. The newest 
building, constructed in 1969 and en- 
larged in 1977, on a corner of Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, is the first structure de- 
signed specifically for the complex acti- 
vities of preserving and displaying valu- 
able works of art. The award winning de- 
sign by Edmonton architect Donald G. 
Bittorf, consists of a simplified, almost 
vault-like, rectangular form set on a plat- 
form raised above the street. However, 
the interior, with its natural materials, fine 
woodwork and furniture, spacious galler- 
ies and sculptured staircase, is carefully 
designed to create an atmosphere 
where individuals or groups can gather 
to appreciate the constantly changing 
shows of Canadian and international art. 
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McLEOD BUILDING 
10136 100 STREET 
The McLeod Building, completed in 
January 1915, was financed by Kenny 
McLeod, an early resident of Edmonton 
with many business interests. Its architect 
was an American, John K. Dow, who de- 
signed an almost identical building in 
Spokane that had impressed McLeod on 
one of his visits there. For forty years, the 
McLeod Building was the tallest in 
Edmonton. 
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Pacific in 1909. In 1913, the Canadian 
Pacific was built over the new High Level 
Bridge. Edmonton had experienced its 
first boom. The population of 7000 de- 
manded city status in 1904 and by 1906 
the new city had become the official 
capital of Alberta. During the next de- 
cade of phenomenal economic growth 
and diversification, hundreds of com- 
mercial and public structures were 
erected. With the amalgamation of the 
cities of Strathcona and Edmonton in1912, 
Edmonton’s prominence in northern 
Alberta was assured. World Warland the 
Depression interrupted the city’s growth 
until 1947 when the discovery of oil at 
Leduc launched another boom. 
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RCMP BARRACKS 1912-1913 
GRIERSON HILL 

The RCMP Barracks on Grierson Hill were 
designed by Roland W. Lines, the 
architect responsible for many of Edmon- 
ton’s pre-1914 buildings. The Barracks 
were built to house the headquarters of 
G Division. They exemplify traditional 
English fortified architecture with their 
battlements and square turrets. This style 
was popular in military buildings across 
Canada because it projected an image 
of strength and security. Many additions 
have been made to the building which 
now serves as a remand centre. 


CITADEL THEATRE 

99 STREET, 101A AVENUE 
The Citadel Theatre officially opened on 
November 12, 1976. It was designed by 
Barton Myers of Toronto and R.L. Wilkin of 
Edmonton. The Citadel’s original home in 
Edmonton was the old Salvation Army 
Citadel on 102 Street. The building is an 
interesting combination of red brick from 
Medicine Hat and structural steel. The 
theatre leases the land from the city fora 
dollar a year with the proviso that a pub- 
lic walkway be maintained within the 
structure. The walkway is the large cen- 
tral corridor which provides access to the 
Rice Theatre and Zeidler Halll. 
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2 
McDOUGALL METHODIST 1910 
CHURCH 


101 STREET, MacDONALD AVENUE 
Opened in December 1910 as the third 
McDougall Church in the vicinity, the 
present structure cost $90,000 and pro- 
vided seating for 1200. Designed by H.A. 
Magoon, the 120 by 85 foot concrete and 
brick structure was, in its handsome Ita- 
lianate solidity, a testament to the 
strength of Methodism on the prairies. In 
the 1950s a rear addition and alterations 
to the entrance modernized the structure 
but left it essentially intact. 
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NORTH WEST TRUST 
BUILDING 

10053 JASPER AVENUE 
The North West Trust Building was de- 
signed by Roland W. Lines, the architect 
responsible for the Canada Permanent 
Building and the RCMP Barracks. This 
building was originally the Union Bank’s 
main Edmonton office and its largest 
banking facility west of Winnipeg. The 
classical detailing obvious in the reg- 
ularly soaced pilasters and pediments is 
typical of bank buildings of this era. 


CANADA PERMANENT 1914 
BUILDING 

10150 100 STREET 

Construction began on the Canada 
Permanent Building in the spring of 1910. 
Designed by Edmonton architect Roland 
Lines, the building exemplifies elements 
of the Edwardian Baroque, a style then 
very popular throughout Britain and the 
Empire. The classical detailing typical of 
this style was offen used by financial in- 
stitutions eager to project a reputable 
image. 


CIVIC BLOCK/ 

POLICE STATION 

#4 CHURCHILL SQUARE 
Concealed by a 1950s facade, this six- 
storey brick building, known throughout 
most of its history as the Civic Block, was 
constructed in 1912. The building housed 
municipal offices as well as the Edmon- 
ton Museum of Art collection before it 
was moved to the Secord House. The 
building’s entire exterior was altered in 
the late fifties to conform with modern 
buildings on Churchill Square. The worn 
marble stairs and balustrades of the in- 
terior reveal the actual age of the 
building. 
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ALBERTA HOTEL 

9732 JASPER AVENUE 
The first Aloerta hotel structure (1895) was 
incorporated into the new 1902 building 
by architect James E. Wise. He accentu- 
ated the prominent corner location of the 
brick and Calgary sandstone building 
with a circular tower, topped by a distinc- 
tive conical roof and flag pole, which 
was visible even from Strathcona. It origi- 
nally had its own electrical generator, a 
roof garden and many other amenities 
that made it Edmonton's most prestigious 
hotel in its early days. 


1902 


EDMONTON 


HIGH LEVEL BRIDGE 1913 
After three years of construction, the High 
Level Bridge was officially opened on 
June 2, 1913. The bridge is almost half a 
mile long and approximately 160 feet 
above the water. The cities of Strathcona 
and Edmonton had merged in 1912 and 
the opening of the bridge established a 
firm link between the two cities, as well as 
providing the first CPR tracks into 
Edmonton. The total cost of the bridge 
was over $2,000,000, and was borne by 
the Provincial Government, the CPR and 
the City of Edmonton. In total, 25,000 
barrels of cement, 200,000 board feet of 
lumber, 500 miles of steel and 1,400,000 
rivets were used in the construction of the 
bridge, a major engineering feat for the 
time. 
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RENE LEMARCHAND 
MANSION 

100 AVENUE, 116 STREET 
In 1909, the LeMarchand Mansion was 
described by the Edmonton Bulletin as 
“one of the largest and most modern 
apartment houses in Western Canada”. 
Designed by A.M. Calderon, the red 
brick building with classical detailing 
featured a circular front drive and its own 
electrical generator. It was financed by 
Rene LeMarchand’s friends among the 
waiters of Paris. 


1909-1911 
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LEGISLATURE 
LEGISLATURE GROUNDS 
The Legislature was designed by A.M. 
Jeffers, provincial architect, and addi- 
tional details were provided by R.P. 
Blakey who succeeded Jeffers in 1912. 
The building’s steel frame is clad in sand- 
stone from the Glenbow quarry near Cal- 
gary. The largest slabs of sandstone had 
to be imported from Ohio because it was 
too time consuming and expensive to 
quarry large slabs of sandstone from the 
Glenbow quarries. The Legislature is a 
simple example of Edwardian Beaux Arts 
architecture, typified by paired columns, 
smooth walls, a dome and a large open 
staircase. 
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1907-1913 


GOVERNMENT HOUSE 
GROUNDS OF THE 
PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 
12845 102 AVENUE 
Government House was designed by R.P. 
Blakey, under the direction of A.M. Jeffers, 
the architect of the Legislature. The three- 
storey steel and concrete frame building 
was faced with sandstone quarried near 
Calgary and was Edmonton’s only sand- 
stone dwelling. It originally had a con- 
servatory on its west side, but this was 
removed during the Second World War 
when the building was converted into a 
convalescent hospital. Such features as 
the two-storey bay widows, mullioned 
windows and triangular gables are 
typical of the Jacobethan Revival. 
Although widely popular throughout 
North America at this time, the 
Jacobethan Revival style of Government 
House is seldom found in Alberta. 


1911-1913 
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ST. JOACHIM’S ROMAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
9920 110 STREET 

St. Joachim’s was the first Roman Catholic 
Parish in Edmonton. The original Church 
was built in 1854 within the walls of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company fort but was 
moved in 1876 to its present site on a par- 
cel of land donated by Malcolm Groat. 
By the late 1890s the congregation of St. 
Joachim’s had grown sufficiently to war- 
rant the building of a large brick struc- 
ture. Construction commenced in 1898 
and was completed the following year. 
The architect was Frank Deggendorfer. 
The arrangement of a central tower flank- 
ed by two smaller towers is typical of 
Roman Catholic parish churches in 
Quebec, and is charmingly interpreted 
here in brick. 


1899 


125 STREET 

125 Street runs through Groat Estates, one 
of Edmonton’s older neighbourhoods. It 
was named after Malcolm Groat, an ear- 
ly Hudson’s Bay Company employee 
who originally owned the land. At10534 - 
125 Street is the house built in 1910 by 
James Gibbons who had lived in Edmon- 
ton since the mid-1860s. The rest of the 
street is characterized by large houses 
representative of many architectural 
styles, among them the California bun- 
galow which is identified by its use of 
rustic materials, inset verandahs and ex- 
posed beams. 


NORWOOD SCHOOL 
9520 141 AVENUE 
Construction of the Norwood School be- 
gan in 1908 to meet the requirements of 
Edmonton’s expanding school popula- 
tion. The architect, Roland Lines, was also 
responsible forthe Strathcona Collegiate 
and the Alexander Taylor School. Nor- 
wood, a ten-room school with an audito- 
rium and separate Girls’ and Boys’ gym- 
nasia, provided up-to-date facilities for 
education and recreation. 
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ROYAL ALEXANDRA HOSPITAL 
(NOW GLENROSE PROVINCIAL 
HOSPITAL) 

10230 111 AVENUE 

Edmonton's first public hospital opened 
in January 1900. The building was called 
both the Boyle Street Hospital and the 
Edmonton Public Hospital until 1910 when 
Queen Alexandra granted official per- 
mission for the use of her name. By this 
time, there was need for a new hospital 
building. In 1911, the central section and 
the east wing, designed by Edmonton 
architect Roland Lines, were completed. 
The main entrance featured a three- 
storey porch and a wide central stair- 
case, which have since been obscured 
by an addition. The Royal Alex has relo- 
cated across the avenue and the much 
altered 1911 building now houses the 
Glenrose Provincial Hospital. 
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AL RASHID MOSQUE 
10207 141 AVENUE 
Canada’s first mosque, Al Rashid, was 
built by Edmonton’s Moslem population, 
which consisted of only 34 individuals. It 
is a brick building with two concrete 
minarets from which the call to prayer is 
issued. The original central dome has 
now been removed. Al Rashid remained 
Canada’s only mosque until one was 
built in London, Ontario in 1952. 
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PRINCE OF WALES 
ARMOURY 

10440 108 AVENUE 
This large castle-like building with its im- 
age of permanence and strength was 
typical of military establisnments of the 
period. It was designed by David Ewart, 
Chief Dominion architect of the federal 
Department of Public Works and E.C. 
Hopkins, his local assistant. The armoury 
was constructed specifically for, Infantry 
Regiments and has since housed the 101 st 
Regiment, the Edmonton Regiment, the 
Royal Edmonton Regiment and the 
Edmonton Fusiliers. 
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ST. JOSAPHAT’S UKRAINIAN 1940s 
CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL 

10521 97 STREET 

This traditionally styled church with its 
Greek cross plan, many domes and 
elaborate decoration, was built during 
the Second World War by volunteer 
labour drawn from Edmonton's Ukrainian 
Catholic population. It remained a par- 
ish church until 1959 when it became a 
Cathedral. The interior frescoes were 
painted over a period of five years, in 
egg tempera, by Julian Bucmaniuk, a 
Ukrainian artist who had been a profes- 
sor atthe University of Vienna. The delica- 
cy and detail of these paintings have 
achieved a worldwide fame forthe artist. 
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SACRED HEART ROMAN 1913 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

10821 96 STREET 

This large brick church was designed by 
the firm of Hardie and Martland and 
opened on December 25,1913. The build- 
ing features Gothic details such as the 
central pointed arch above the front 
door, rose windows and two towers. Atthe 
time of its construction, the spire was the 
tallest in the city. The cost of the structure 
was $50,000 of which $14,000 was raised 
by the congregation within the first year 
after construction. 


edmonton 


STRATHCONA 


Strathcona, named after Lord Strath- 
cona, was incorporated as a town in 
1899. The railway had arrived in 1891, 
spurring development in the area. In- 
corporation as a city occurred in 1907 
when the population was 4500. There 
was a steady growth in the residential 
and commercial sectors and in Febru- 
ary 142, when amalgamation occurred 
with the city of Edmonton, the popula- 
tion totalled 6000. Even after amal- 
gamation, Strathcona continued to 
grow as a distinct area, with Whyte 
Avenue continuing as the centre of 
commercial development. 
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ROSS BLOCK 

103143 WHYTE AVENUE 
Constructed in May 1894 by D. McCarthy, 
this building was originally owned by 
John Ferguson, who ran one of the ear- 
liest hardware stores in Strathcona. It was 
purchased in 1897 by W.E. Ross, who 
added to the building in 1903. One of the 
oldest brick buildings in the area, it has 
had a variety of uses, including res- 
taurant, feed mill and hardware store. 
The upper floor served early Edmonton 
as a Masonic Lodge and a public hall. 
Ross Hall, the first meeting hall in Strath- 
cona, accommodated touring artists 
and shows. 
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RICHARDS BLOCK 
10422 WHYTE AVENUE 
Completed for $30,000, the Richards 
Block was built for A.E. Richards and Co., 
a local general merchant. The ground 
floor was occupied by Richards General 
Store, the second floor was a dance halll 
and the third floor contained Lodge 
rooms for the Masons and the Oddfel- 
lows. A formal opening was held for the 
store, an event which was considered 
rather unusual and grand for the time. The 
Strathcona Plaindealer reported: “... 
With this extension may be recorded the 
promising growth of the city...The 
Richards firm serve admirably as an 
instance of Strathcona’s development, 
their faith in the future demanding a 
handsome new home for their 
business...” 
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STRATHCONA 
COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE 
10523 84 AVENUE 
Designed by prominent local architect 
Roland Lines, the school was formally 
opened on February 16,1909. A variety of 
local and imported materials were used 
by contractors May and Sharpe — Strath- 
cona brick for the walls, Alberta blue- 
stone for the foundations, Kootenay mar- 
ble for decorative elements, and B.C. fir 
and cedar for the interior woodwork. The 
Strathcona Plaindealer gave a glowing 
report of the school’s opening: “Strath- 
cona’s Handsome and moderly equip- 
ped Collegiate Institute, pronounced by 
Premier Rutherford to be the finest school 
building in the province and erected by 
the school board of Strathcona at a cost 
in the vicinity of $100,000, was auspi- 
ciously opened last night with a concert 
and reception...” The Strathcona Collegi- 
ate Institute was the original but tempo- 
rary home of the University of Alberta. 
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PRINCESS THEATRE 1914 
10355 WHYTE AVENUE 

Built for Jonn McKernan as a theatre de- 
voted to “high class movies, vaudeville 
and musical concerts”, the Princess was 
considered one of the “... most complete 
and beautiful buildings of its kind in West- 
ern Canada”. Designed by local 
architects Wilson and Herrald, the theatre 
cost a remarkable $75,000 to build. The 
facade of the building is made from Brit- 
ish Columbia marble; the cornice is cop- 
per. The interior, which was decorated 
with plaster figures and friezes, remains 
close to the original in appearance. 
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COMMERCIAL HOTEL 
10329 WHYTE AVENUE 
The original Commercial Hotel was built 
in 1895. In1911, a large brick addition de- 
signed by architect Cameron, was 
made to the early frame structure at a 
cost of $50,000. A second addition, de- 
signed by architects Wilson and Herrald, 
was built in 1912, at which time the origi- 
nal portion of the hotel was removed. A 
third addition modelled on the 1911 
facade was constructed in the late 1970s. 
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DOUGLAS BLOCK 
10442 WHYTE AVENUE 
Robert and James Douglas began their 
careers as general merchants in Strath- 
cona in 1899. Their firm continued to ex- 
pand and by 1912 was one of the largest 
in the area. In July 1912, they began con- 
struction of a large brick building de- 
signed by architects Wilson and Herrald. 
It was a symbol of the success they had 
achieved and the prominence they en- 
joyed in Strathcona. The original tenants 
were druggist James Morris and the A.C. 
Baalim bakery. The building has been 
the home, since 1959, of Dreger’s Kitchen 
Comer. In 1980, extensive interior renova- 
tions were made to the building. 
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16 
McKENZIE RESIDENCE 
8603 104 STREET 

John James McKenzie had been em- 
ployed as a ferryman for John Walter 
until 18%, when he opened a blacksmith 
and farm implement shop in Strathcona. 
McKenzie was a member of the first 
school board in Strathcona in the 1890s. 
He was elected to the first town council 
when Strathcona became a town in1899. 
During 1904 he served as mayor. He built 
this house in 1911 but, in 1924, it was sold to 
Jacob Galper, a Strathcona merchant 
and longtime resident. 
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DOMINION HOTEL 
10324 WHYTE AVENUE 
The Dominion Hotel was built by Robert 
McKernan, whose son, John, later built the 
architecturally unique Princess Theatre 
across the street. At the time of the Hotel's 
construction it was the most ornate of the 
buildings on Whyte Avenue. The 
architecture consisted of a relatively sim- 
ple rectangular three-storey brick struc- 
ture. The facade, however, consisted of 
elaborately decorated wooden balco- 
nies topped by an ornate central cupo- 
la. The building originally functioned as 
a hotel with the ground floor containing 
the lobby, dining facilities and a beer 
parlour. The hotel operation ended with 
prohibition when the upper floors were 
converted to apartments. The ground 
floor has housed a variety of retail outlets. 
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STRATHCONA HOTEL 
10301 WHYTE AVENUE 
Construction of the Strathcona Hotel, by 
the Calgary and Edmonton Railway 
Company, was completed in December 
18M. The original building is the oldest 
wood frame commercial structure in 
Strathcona, and the first hotel. Two addi- 
tions were subsequently made to the 
hotel. The north annex, constructed in 
1907, maintained the design features of 
the original structure. The west annex 
(Wee Book Inn) was built prior to 1903 of 
more modest proportions. It functioned 
for atime as the hotel barroom. For a brief 
period during prohibition, the hotel was 
occupied by the Westminister Ladies’ 
College. It has served since that time as 
a hotel. 
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TIPTON BLOCK 

10359 WHYTE AVENUE 
The Tipton Block was constructed at a 
cost of $40,000 by R.A. Hulbert, a de- 
veloper and owner of several properties 
in Edmonton and Strathcona. In 1912, the 
building was sold to J.G. Tipton and Sons, 
the oldest and largest real estate firm in 
Strathcona at that time. In 1978, the Old 
Strathcona Foundation undertook res- 
toration of the building at a cost of 
$440,000. 
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13 
BARD HOUSE 
10544 84 AVENUE 
This elegant symmetrical neo-Georgian 
style house is distinguished by a con- 
servatory and carriage house and an in- 
terior finished with fine woods and 
stained glass. Designed by the Keith 
Brothers, the house was built at a cost of 
$6,500 for Delmar Bard, an American set- 
tler and provincial civil servant, whose 
real estate successes allowed him the 
luxury of so grand a house. 
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FIREHALL #6 
10322 83 AVENUE 
In1909, atwo-bay firehall was erected for 
the newly formed Strathcona Volunteer 
Fire Brigade. Considered too cold and 
unsanitary to live in, itwas replaced by a 
new and larger firehall constructed near- 
by. This second firehall was begun in 
1909 with Wilson and Herrald as the local 
architects. Due to a structural problem, 
the building was not completed until 
1910. This new #1 Strathcona Firehall was 
renamed Firehall #6 after amalgama- 
tion. The Edmonton Fire Department 
occupied these quarters until 1954 when 
it moved to a new building across the 
street. In 1974, the building underwent re- 
novation and became the Walterdale 
Playhouse theatre. 
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HUB CIGAR STORE 
10342 WHYTE AVENUE 
First used as a general store by Arthur 
Davies (later twice Mayor of Strathcona), 
it has been operated as a cigar store 
and news stand since 1410. The Yellow 
Cab Company building was added to 
the west of the Hub Cigar Store in 1896. 
Built by J. J. Duggan at a cost of $300, it 
was originally the home of Cowles 
Pioneer Drug Store, the first drugstore to 
open in Strathcona. It has served a varie- 
ty of uses since that time. This pair of frame 
buildings with boom-tfown fronts is one of 
the best examples of the earliest period 
of development in Strathcona. 
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KNOX PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

8403 104 STREET 

The first church service in Strathcona for 
any denomination was held in the new- 
ly built Strathcona Hotel (1981 - 92). In 
1892 the Methodists and Presbyterians 
cooperated in building a small frame 
church. It was replaced in 1907 by the 
large brick church designed by the 
architectural firm of Magoon, Hopkins 
and James. With space for 600, the re- 
sulting structure in the Gothic Revival 
15 
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CONNAUGHT ARMOURY 
10310 85 AVENUE 

The Armoury, like the Strathcona Public 
Building, was designed by the Chief 
Architect's office of the federal Depar- 
ment of Public Works. Construction cost 
$30,000. Facilities included a large 
assembly hall for military training and so- 
cial gatherings, and living quarters for 
officers of the regiment. In the basement 
was a 90 foot rifle range and a bowling 
alley. The 19th Alberta Dragoons B 
Squadron was housed there until 1965. 
The oldest armoury in the province, the 
building has recently undergone exten- 
sive interior renovation and has re- 
opened as a restaurant. 
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CHAPMAN BROTHERS 
10423 WHYTE AVENUE 
Built as a harness shop, this building was 
originally owned by Robert Ritchie, 
founder of the Edmonton Milling Co. It 
operated under the name “Great West 
Saddlery Co.” until 1912 when it was 
rented to A.B. Chapman. Renamed A.B. 
Chapman and Co., it continued to sell 
harness and leather goods. In 118, the 
building was finally purchased by the 
Chapmans. Chapman Brothers is one of 
the best examples remaining in Edmon- 
ton of the early period of commercial 
development. This small frame structure, 
with its boom-town facade, has suffered 
few changes through the years and re- 
mains virtually unaltered from its original 
appearance. 


1907 


style was typical of early 1900s Pres- 
byterian church architecture. The large 
pipe organ was installed in 1911. The 
church was renamed Knox United in 
1925, and in 1972, it became Belgravia 
(Knox) Evangelical Free Church. The 
rear addition, Knox Hall was made in 
1949. This is one of the oldest remaining 
brick churches in Edmonton. 


CPR RAILWAY STATION 
103 STREET, 84 AVENUE 
The Calgary and Edmonton Railway 
Company was incorporated in1890 and 
operated by the CPR under a lease. The 
CPR then purchased the line and, be- 
tween 1905 and 1912, Strathcona was the 
northern terminus of the railway. The first 
station, a small wooden structure, was 
built in 1891. In 1906, Strathcona was 
made a Divisional Point for which a more 
substantial structure was required. The 
present station was built by Peter McDer- 
mid of Winnipeg, at a cost of $24,382. In 
1966, the brick building was renovated. 


1908 


RITCHIE MILL 

10170 SASKATCHEWAN DRIVE 
The Edmonton Milling Co. was incorpo- 
rated in February 1892. Land strategically 
located at the end of the Calgary and 
Edmonton Railway was purchased and 
construction of the mill began in May of 
that year, under the supervision of Robert 
Ritchie. With the first stages completed in 
January 1893, the mill began operating 
the next month. Elevators were added in 
1895 and 1902. It functioned as a flour mill 
until 1948, and was then converted to a 
feed mill. The oldest surviving flour mill in 
the province and one of the few remain- 
ing pre-1900 industrial structures, the 
Ritchie Mill is a good representative of 
Alberta’s agricultural and industrial 
heritage. 
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STRATHCONA PUBLIC 
BUILDING 

10501 WHYTE AVENUE 
The Strathcona Public Building was con- 
structed to accommodate the Post Office 
and the Customs and Inland Revenues 
Offices in Strathcona. Plans were pre- 
pared by the federal Department of Pub- 
lic Works under the supervision of David 
Ewart, Chief Dominion Architect. The 
building is typical of the federal post 
office structures of the period, with classi- 
cally inspired details and a corner tower 
which is a simplified version of those often 
found on Edwardian public buildings. 
This is one of the most formal and certain- 
ly the most sophisticated of the existing 
structures in the Strathcona area. 
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STRATHCONA LIBRARY 
8331 104 STREET 

Plans for the construction of the Strath- 
cona Library were negotiated as part of 
amalgamation of Edmonton and Strath- 
cona. After turning down a Carnegie 
Foundation Grant of $15,000, the amalga- 
mated city built the library in 1913 at 
a total cost of $27,000. This distinctive 
English Renaissance style building was 
designed by Wilson and Herrald and 
constructed by W. Dietz, both local firms. 
14 
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UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
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UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA HISTORY 
The University of Alberta was established 
in 1906 by an Act of the Legislature of 
Alberta, in its first session following provin- 
cial autonomy. A.C. Rutherford, Alberta’s 
first premier, provincial treasurer and 
minister of education, was a major im- 
petus behind the creation of the universi- 
ty. With a total of 45 students, the university 
began operation on September 23, 1908 
in temporary quarters in Strathcona. In 
September 1911, the university moved to 
its permanent campus, the former Issac 
Simpson farm located on 258 acres of 
River Lot5 a mile west of the town of 
Strathcona. By this time there were 175 
students. The first university building was 
Athabasca Halil which provided admi- 
nistrative offices, classrooms and resi- 
dences. Today, the enrollment exceeds 
18,000 and the work of the university is 
conducted in dozens of structures. 


ARTS BUILDING 1915 
On the 6th of October 1915, the Main 
Teaching Building was opened by 
Lieutenant Governor George Bulyea at a 
special ceremony of such length that the 
last three speeches had to be cancelled. 
Designed by the Montreal firm of Nobbs 
and Hyde in a style referred to by Nobbs 
as elastic free classical, the structure rests 
on a sandstone and granite foundation 
above which rise brick walls trimmed 
with sandstone. Crests indicating various 
arts and sciences decorate the building, 
which for many years served as the uni- 
versity’s main classroom space. Blocks of 
stone on the facade still await the 
mason’s chisel to complete the decora- 
tion. Above the oriel window on the south 
facade is a sundial inscribed “I count 
only the sunny hours”. The Convocation 
Hall wing which abuts the main body of 
the building is flanked on the north and 
south by the University’s first laboratories 
designed to harmonize with the Arts 
Building. 
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RUTHERFORD HOUSE 

11153 SASKATCHEWAN DRIVE 

In 1909, Premier A.C. Rutherford pur- 
chased a 1.3 acre estate adjoining the 
site chosen by his government for the Uni- 
versity of Alberta. “Achnacarry” as the 
house was originally named, was de- 
signed by architects Wilson and Herrald 
on a substantial scale befitting Ruther- 
ford’s prominence in the public life of 
Alberta. Typical of Jacobethan Revival 
structures, the building features two- 
storey bay windows, prominent gables 
and white pillared porches. The house is 
operated by the Historic Sites Services of 
Alberta Culture and is open to the public. 
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HUB MALL 1972 
The Housing Union Building was initiated 
in the late 1960s as one of North America’s 
most innovative housing projects. 
Opened in 1972, the HUB, designed by 
Barton Myers and A.J. Diamond of Toron- 
to in association with R.L. Wilkin of Edmon- 
ton, was acclaimed for its adaptative use 
of the concept of 19th century vaulted 
shopping arcades. Six storeys tall and 
956 feet long, with one ofthe largest acry- 
lic vault domes in the world, the HUB com- 
bines levels of housing and commercial 
space in an unusual manner. 


RUTHERFORD LIBRARY 1951, 1974 
In 1909, the Senate of the University of 
Alberta allotted $5,000 towards the 
purchase of books, thus founding the uni- 
versity library. First located in Athabasca 
Hall, the library was moved in 1915 to the 
Arts Building. In 1948 Rule, Wynn and Rule, 
a distinguished firm of Alberta architects, 
undertook the design of the new Ruther- 
ford Library to harmonize with the older 
university buildings nearby. Constructed 
of rose-coloured brick with white lime- 
stone trim and interior finish in marble 
and bronze, the library was enlarged be- 
tween 1970 and 1974 with a dramatic 
new design from the firm of Monsos, Vait- 
kunas and Jamieson. 
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RING HOUSES 

The first four Ring Houses were con- 
structed in 1911-12 as residences for uni- 
versity faculty. There were eventually ten 
Ring Houses, several of which have been 
demolished. Ring House No.1, built as the 
residence for the president of the uni- 
versity, is now the home of the University of 
Alberta’s Ring House Gallery. The sub- 
stantial brick house was built by workers 
labouring from 7 a.m. until 6 p.m. six days 
a week for $15 a week. Comfortable and 
secluded, the quiet crescent provided 
gracious homes for generations of senior 
professors. 


ST. JOSEPH’S COLLEGE 1926 
St. Joseph's College was established in 
1926 by the Christian Brothers as a Catho- 
lic college associated with the university. 
The coat of arms of their Order is located 
over the main entrance. Nine other stone 
plaques, each signifying a religious pre- 
cept, decorate the facade. Edward 
Underwood designed the structure using 
an E fomation plan. The exterior detailing 
of red brick in tapestry patterns and Tyn- 
dal stone is typical of the Jacobethan 
style then being used throughout the 
campus. The 210 foot long facade is 
flanked by chapel and gymnasium 
wings. One hundred thousand dollars of 
the structure’s cost was provided by the 
Carnegie Corporation. Since 1963 the 
Basilian Fathers have administered what 
is now an inter-denominational college. 
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DENTAL SCIENCES BUILDING 1924 
The faculty of Medicine held its first 
classes in 1913, Pharmacy in 1914, and 
Dentistry in 1918. These three faculties 
moved into a new home, the Medical 
Sciences Building, in 1921. Designed by 
Percy Nobbs, the classically-inspired 
structure of red-brown brick is disting- 
uished by a central cupola and stone 
balustrade, pilasters and urns. Subse- 
quent additions in 1946, 1947, 1951 and 
1961 enlarged and modernized the struc- 
ture. It now serves as the home of the De- 
ntistry Faculty. 


POWER PLANT 1915 
The east section of this building was con- 
structed in1915 as the university's central 
power plant and is distinguished by its 
high quality brick work. Extensive use has 
been made of brick patterning known as 
diapering and detailing such as urns at 
the roof line. Dr. Karl Clark conducted 
Alberta’s first oil sands research in the 
basement of this structure before 1920. A 
more utilitarian addition to the west later 
enlarged the power plant. In 1978, it was 
transformed by Richard Wilkin into a 
Graduate Students Association Centre. Its 
interior renovation revolves around a 
frank use of modern technology such as 
its many exposed ducts and pipes, 
emphasized by brightly coloured paint. 


OLD ST. STEPHEN’S COLLEGE 1944 
Old St. Stephen's College was opened on 
January 2, 1911 under the name Alberta 
College South as a Methodist theologi- 
cal college and student residence. This 
was the first building occupied on cam- 
pus. The steel frame and brick structure 
(with external Tudor stylistic features) was 
designed by the Edmonton firm of Ma- 
goon and Macdonald. After formation of 
the United Church in 1925, the college 
amalgamated with Robertson College 
of the Presbyterian Church, and was re- 
named St. Stephen’s College in 1927. The 
building has served as a college, con- 
valescent hospital, nurses’ residence, 
army barracks and student residence. 
St. Stephen's was renovated in 1979 and 
now serves as the home of the Historical 
Resources Division of Alberta Culture. 
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PEMBINA HALL 1915 
In1912, the university's Board of Governors 
persuaded the government to permit it to 
hire an architect to act both as professor 
of architecture and to implement Nobbs 
and Darling’s campus plan. Cecil S. 
Burgess, a lecturer in architecture at 
McGill University and an associate of 
Nobbs, was hired. Pembina Halll, the first 
structure he designed on the campus, 
was planned to harmonize with the other 
structures already standing. It first served 
in 1915 as a residence and teaching 
building, then as an emergency hospital 
during the 1918 influenza epidemic, and 
later (1941-45) as an RCAF training centre. 
It then reverted to an educational func- 
tion and continues so to this day, follow- 
ing extensive renovations in the mid- 
1970s. 
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ATHABASCA HALL 1911 
The plans for Athabasca Hall, the uni- 
versity’s first building, were drawn up by 
A.M. Jeffers, the chief architect of Public 
Works, from ideas suggested by Percy 
Nobbs of Montreal. Nobbs and Frank 
Darling of Darling and Pearson of Toron- 
to had been commissioned by the uni- 
versity in 1910 to draw up a master plan 
for the campus, and a somewhat gran- 
diose scheme resulted. Only a few 
buildings from the plan were actually 
constructed. The Jacobethan, distinctly 
English look of the structure marks it as 
part of this original scheme. The U- 
shaped structure of red brick is en- 
riched with a parapet, stone quoining 
at the corners and a stepped front 
gable. When opened in September1911, 
Athabasca Hall contained classroom, 
administrative and library space as 
well as residential quarters made 
necessary due to the distance from the 
city of Strathcona to the university. In 
1978, restoration of the structure was rec- 
ognized by a Heritage Canada award 
of honour. 
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ASSINIBOIA HALL 1912 
Assiniboia Hall was the university’s 
second building. Excavation, begun in 
the autumn of 1911, was undertaken by 
one hundred men with shovels, as well as 
horses and wagons. March 1912 saw 
masons at work hand cutting the stone 
and in October 1912 the building was 
finished. At first, the structure contained 
lecture halls, administration offices and 
residences, but by 1915 Assiniboia had 
become strictly a residence. Con- 
structed by the provincial Department of 
Public Works, it is virtually identical to the 
earlier Athabasca Halll. 
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